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28 Parables of Jesus Series
Talk is Cheap, Action is Gold

“The Importance of Obedience”
Bible Sermon Study Notes: Carlene Rodgers, Youth Evangelist

“In the sermon on the mount Christ said, "Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven." Matthew 7:21. The test of 
sincerity is not in words, but in deeds. Christ does not say to any man, What say ye more than others? but, 
"What do ye more than others?" Matthew 5:47. Full of meaning are His words, "If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them." John 13:17. Words are of no value unless they are accompanied with appropriate deeds. 
This is the lesson taught in the parable of the two sons.”  {COL 272.2}

What is the parable of saying and doing?
Matthew 21:28-32
28  But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in 

my vineyard.
29  He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.
30  And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not.
31  Whether of them twain did the will of   his   father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily 

I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.
32  For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the 

harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him.

“The son who for a time refused obedience to his father's command was not condemned by Christ; and neither 
was he commended. The class who act the part of the first son in refusing obedience deserve no credit for 
holding this position. Their frankness is not to be regarded as a virtue. Sanctified by truth and holiness, it 
would make men bold witnesses for Christ; but used as it is by the sinner, it is insulting and defiant, and 
approaches to blasphemy. The fact that a man is not a hypocrite does not make him any the less really a sinner. 
When the appeals of the Holy Spirit come to the heart, our only safety lies in responding to them without delay.
When the call comes, "Go work today in My vineyard," do not refuse the invitation. "Today if ye will hear His 
voice, harden not your hearts." Hebrews 4:7. It is unsafe to delay obedience. You may never hear the invitation 
again.”  {COL 280.4}  

What does the vineyard represent that the sons were to work in?
Isaiah 5:7  For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant 

plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.

“If you cultivate faithfully the vineyard of your soul, God is making you a laborer together with Himself. And 
you will have a work to do not only for yourself, but for others. In representing the church as the vineyard, 
Christ does not teach that we are to restrict our sympathies and labors to our own numbers. The Lord's 
vineyard is to be enlarged. In all parts of the earth He desires it to be extended. As we receive the instruction 
and grace of God, we should impart to others a knowledge of how to care for the precious plants. Thus we may 
extend the vineyard of the Lord. God is watching for evidence of our faith, love, and patience. He looks to see if 
we are using every spiritual advantage to become skillful workers in His vineyard on earth, that we may enter 
the Paradise of God, that Eden home from which Adam and Eve were excluded by transgression.”  {COL 282.2}

What was John the Baptist preaching?  And what was the response of the people when they heard John 
the Baptist preaching?
Luke 3:2-14
2  Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the 

wilderness.
3  And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of 

sins;
4  As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the 
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wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
5  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made 

straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth;
6  And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
7  Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath warned

you to flee from the wrath to come?
8  Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham 

to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.
9  And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good 

fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
10  And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then?
11  He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he 

that hath meat, let him do likewise.
12  Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall we do?
13  And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you.
14  And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do 

violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.

First son
Luke 7:29  And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism 
of John.

Second son
Luke 7:30  But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of 
him.

Before Christ gave the parable of the saying and doing, what did the leaders of Israel not say that proved 
they had rejected the message?  
Matthew 21:23-27
23  And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he 

was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority?
24  And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will 

tell you by what authority I do these things.
25  The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, 

If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him?
26  But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet.
27  And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by what 

authority I do these things.

“Remembering how John had repeated the prophecies concerning the Messiah, remembering the scene at the 
baptism of Jesus, the priests and rulers dared not say that John's baptism was from heaven. If they 
acknowledged John to be a prophet, as they believed him to be, how could they deny his testimony that Jesus 
of Nazareth was the Son of God? And they could not say that John's baptism was of men, because of the people,
who believed John to be a prophet. So they said, "We can not tell."  {COL 274.3}
 
“In the command, "Go work today in My vineyard," the test of sincerity is brought to every soul. Will there be 
deeds as well as words? Will the one called put to use all the knowledge he has, working faithfully, 
disinterestedly, for the Owner of the vineyard?”  {COL 281.2}  

What does the Bible say about just saying?
Matthew 21:30  And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went 
not.

Matthew 23:1-3
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1  Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples,
2  Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat:
3  All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they 

say, and do not.

Matthew 15:1-9
1  Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,
2  Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat 

bread.
3  But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?
4  For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him 

die the death.
5  But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be 

profited by me;
6  And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of 

none effect by your tradition.
7  Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,
8  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with   their   lips; but their heart is far 

from me.
9  But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
Vain= “...to no purpose...” - Strong's Definition

Isaiah 1:13-15
13  Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling 

of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.
14  Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear 

them.
15  And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I 

will not hear: your hands are full of blood.

Exodus 20:7  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

“Do not think that because you do not manifest decided hostility to Christ you are doing Him service. We thus 
deceive our own souls. By withholding that which God has given us to use in His service, be it time or means or 
any other of His entrusted gifts, we work against Him.”  {COL 279.3} 

Is professing to obey while refusing to obey a “ticket” to heaven?
Matthew 7:21-23
21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 

will of my Father which is in heaven.
22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 

cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Luke 6:46-49
46  And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?
47  Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like:
48  He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the 

flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a 
rock.

49  But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; 
against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.

James 1:22-27
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22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:
24  For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.
25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 

but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
26  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this 

man's religion is vain.
27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their 

affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

“In the son who said, "I go, sir," and went not, the character of the Pharisees was revealed. Like this son, the 
Jewish leaders were impenitent and self-sufficient. The religious life of the Jewish nation had become a 
pretense. When the law was proclaimed on Mount Sinai by the voice of God, all the people pledged themselves 
to obey. They said, "I go, sir," but they went not. When Christ came in person to set before them the principles 
of the law, they rejected Him. Christ had given the Jewish leaders of His day abundant evidence of His 
authority and divine power, but although they were convinced, they would not accept the evidence. Christ had 
shown them that they continued to disbelieve because they had not the spirit which leads to obedience. He had 
declared to them, "Ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. . . . In vain they do 
worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." Matthew 15:6, 9.”  {COL 276.1}  

How much does God hate hypocrisy?

Example Ananias and Sapphira (found in Acts 5:1-11)
“Infinite Wisdom saw that this signal manifestation of the wrath of God was necessary to guard the young 
church from becoming demoralized. Their numbers were rapidly increasing. The church would have been 
endangered if, in the rapid increase of converts, men and women had been added who, while professing to 
serve God, were worshiping mammon. This judgment testified that men cannot deceive God, that He detects 
the hidden sin of the heart, and that He will not be mocked. It was designed as a warning to the church, to lead 
them to avoid pretense and hypocrisy, and to beware of robbing God.”  {AA 73.4}  

“From the stern punishment meted out to those perjurers, God would  have us learn also how deep is His 
hatred and contempt for all hypocrisy and deception. In pretending that they had given all, Ananias and 
Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit, and, as a result, they lost this life and the life that is to come. The same God 
who punished them, today condemns all falsehood. Lying lips are an abomination to Him. He declares that into
the Holy City "there shall in no wise enter . . . anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie." Revelation 21:27. Let truth telling be held with no loose hand or uncertain grasp. Let it 
become a part of the life. Playing fast and loose with truth, and dissembling to suit one's own selfish plans, 
means shipwreck of faith. "Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth." Ephesians 6:14. He who 
utters untruths sells his soul in a cheap market. His falsehoods may seem to serve in emergencies; he may thus 
seem to make business advancement that he could not gain by fair dealing; but he finally reaches the place 
where he can trust no one. Himself a falsifier, he has no confidence in the word of others.”  {AA 75.3} 

Blessed in obedience 
Luke 11:28  But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.

Matthew 12:49, 50
49  And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!
50  For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and 

mother.

Revelation 22:14  Blessed   are   they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of 
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

What shows if you love an appreciate what God has done for you?
John 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments.
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John 15:13, 14
13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
14  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.

How many groups are there?
Obedient and Disobedient

 Revelation 14:6-12
6  And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 

dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
7  Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship 

him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.
8  And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all 

nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.
9  And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and

receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
10  The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of 

his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and 
in the presence of the Lamb:

11  And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who 
worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

12  Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 
Jesus.

Talk is cheap, action is gold? What does the Bible say about it?
1 John 3:18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

John 14:21-24
21  He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be 

loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
22  Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the 

world?
23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, 

and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.
24  He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's 

which sent me.

1 John 5:2, 3
2  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.
3  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

1 John 2:3, 4
3  And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.
4  He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

How can we be obedient?
1 Peter 1:22  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth   through the Spirit unto unfeigned love 
of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

Philippians 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

Hebrews 13:20, 21
20  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
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21  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

John 15:4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me.

John 15:7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

Psalms 119:11  Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

How can we have the abiding presence of God?  
Revelation 3:19-21
19  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.
20  Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, 

and will sup with him, and he with me.
21  To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down 

with my Father in his throne.

Proverbs 18:24  A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother.

Who are we to follow as our example?
John 13:15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.

1 Peter 2:21  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should follow his steps:

1 John 4:9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through him.

“God stands toward His people in the relation of a father, and He has a father's claim to our faithful service. 
Consider the life of Christ. Standing at the head of humanity, serving His Father, He is an example of what 
every son should and may be. The obedience that Christ rendered God requires from human beings today. He 
served His Father with love, in willingness and freedom. "I delight to do Thy will, O My God," He declared; 
"yea, Thy law is within My heart." Psalm 40:8. Christ counted no sacrifice too great, no toil too hard, in order to
accomplish the work which He came to do. At the age of twelve He said, "Wist ye not that I must be about My 
Father's business?" Luke 2:49. He had heard the call, and had taken up the work. "My meat," He said, "is to do 
the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work." John 4:34.  {COL 282.3} 
     Thus we are to serve God. He only serves who acts up to the highest standard of obedience. All who would be
sons and daughters of God must prove themselves co-workers with God and Christ and the heavenly angels. 
This is the test for every soul. Of those who faithfully serve Him the Lord says, "They shall be Mine, . . . in that 
day when I make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him." Malachi 
3:17.  {COL 283.1} 

What is the work that we are to do?  
Matthew 28:18-20
18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost:
20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 

unto the end of the world. Amen.

Matthew 9:35-38
35  And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of 

the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.
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36  But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were 
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.

37  Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;
38  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.


